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Private FUDG@MENT, 


AND 
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I N 


MarrERS of FAITH. 


(.) N „L the Religions and all the 


upon the Dilputc betwixt 
thcle two; whether Men 


their own Private Judg- 
ment, or to be determined by the Authority 
of others, in their Faith or Religion. 


* (II.) The 


& Of Private Judament 


I.) The Effects of private Judgment are 
thele, Multiplicity of Sects and Opinions; 
perpetual Wrangling, without any Umpire 
cr judge of Controverſy; whence come in- 
veterate Prejudices againſt each other, Ani- 
moſities, Strifes, Envyings. and all the War 
of Religion ; which the moſt of any one thing 
embroils the Peace of the World, and is al- 
ways the chief Pretence in the Civil Wars of 
Nations within themſelves, and moſt com: 
monly in the Wars of Kingdoms againſt King. 
doms. To remedy all which Evils, ſome think 
there is no other Method, but to have ſome 
ſettled Judge of Controverſy, to whom Ap- 
peals may be made, and whole Determination 
fhould end all Diſputes concerning Religion: 
And this not only as to the outward Peace 
of the Church, and conſequently ofthe World; 
but even as to Mens inward Perſuaſion and 
Belief, eſpecially in Matters of Faith; for how 
otherwiſe, ſay they, ſhall every private Per- 
ſon determine himſelf as to the Articles of 
Faith ? The greatcſt Part of Mankind are ig- 
norant, and muſt depend upon the Judgment 
of others ; and what wild Work would it make, 
to leave cvery Man, Woman, and Child, to 
pick out their own Faith, either from the 
Strength of their own Reaſon, or from the 
Scriptures (ſuppoſe) amongſt us? We ſhould 
have as many Religions almoſt as Men, and 
as many different Faiths. And ſuppoſe the 


Scriptures to be an infallible and compleat 


Rule 
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Rule of Faith, yet how ſhall we agree about 
the true Meaning and Interpretation of them ? 
We lee every Sect quote Scripture, and every 
one has his own Interpretation of it. This 
is endleſs, and utter Confuſion. Theſe are 
the Inconveniencies which attend leaving every 
Man to follow his own private Judgment. 


(III.) But then on the other hand, there are 
likewiſe Difficulties in out ſubmitting our pri- 
vate Judgment to Authority. Firſt, becauſe 
it is left to our private Judgment to chuſe that 
Authority to which we ought to ſubmit. How 
otherwiſe ſhall a Man determine himſelf, whe- 
ther he ſſtould be a Chriſtian, a Jew, a Ma- 
hometan, or an Heathen? For there is no Judge 
over all theſe. And this is the firſt, and the moſt 
material Step he can and muſt make in the 
Choice of his Religion. And if there is nothing 
to guide him herein (under God) but his own 
private Judgment; Why ſhould not that (ſay 
others) be likewiſe ſufficient to guide him in 
the Diſputes there are among the Sub-Diviſions 
of each of theſe Religions? For if I muſt truſt 
to my own private Judgment in the moſt ma- 
terial Point, why not in the lefſer? Nay, the 
Belicf of a God, which is the firſt and higheſt 
Point in all Religions, depends upon private 
Pac andnot upon Authority. Ir would 

e Blaſphemy to put it upon any human Autho- 


rity, for that would ſet ſuch Authority above 


God! If I believe James upon the Word of 
John, I muſt have a greater Confidence in-Fobn 
A 3 than 
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6 Of Private Fudgment 


than in James, in the Recommender than in 
the Perſon who is recommended by him. So 
it is if I ſhould believe a God upon the Au- 

thority of any Church, it would certainly 
follow, That my Faith was more in that 
Church, than in God! And I have no more 
for the Authority of that Church, than the 
Judgment I paſs upon the Arguments offered 
to convince me of it. So that all reſts upon 
my own private Judgment ſtill. And it is 
impoſlible I can be more ſure of any thing, 
than of the Certainty of my own Judgment, 

I cannot be ſurer of the Being of a God, than 
of the Truth of thole Reaſons which per- 

ſuade me to believe it. And all the Reaſons 
before given for ſubmitting my private Judg- 
ment to Authority, ſuppoſe the Truth of my 
Judgment, and appeal to it; why elſe does any 
petſuade another? And private Judgment can 
never be ſo fatally miſtaken, as in ſubmitting 
to Authority, if it ſhould judge wrong; be- 
cauſe in all other Errors it may be ſer right 
again, by ſtronger Reaſons being offered on 
the other Side; but if a Man once reſign his 


Reaſon, and give it up abſolutely to Authority, 


there are no Means left to retrieve him, if 
he has judged amiſs in the Choice of ſuch a 
Guide, whom he thinks to be infallible s he 
muſt then follow his Guide, t in all the 
wild Deluſions that are poſſible; for he muſt 
examine no more; his Principle is, to go on 
blind- fold: he has plucked out e chat 
he may ſee the better! 


Aud i 
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And the Queſtion wilt now remain, whe- 
ther greater Miſchiefs and Inconveniences 
have befallen Mankind in the one way or in 
the other; in following their private Judg- 
ment, or in ſubmitting implicitly to Autho- 
rity? And we may argue this Cale, for let 
any Man talk what he will, and think never 
ſo much that he has abandoned his private Judg- 
ment, yet it is not in his Power, while he 
remains a Man; it is inſeparable from human 
Nature, and cannot be utterly extinguiſhed ; 
though ſome have ſo defaced it, that it is 
hardly viſible. 

Bur if in this Enquiry it ſhonld be found 
thar greater Miſchiefs have attended private 
Judgment, than Authority, yet would that 
be no greater Argument againſt private Judg- 


ment, than it would be againſt Free-Will, or 


any other Compoſition of our Nature, if the 


Miſchiefs it occaſions were more than the 


good. We cannot alter our Nature, it muſt 
be as it is. Pethaps Men make uſe of their 


Hands to more Deſtruftion in Wars, Mur- 
ders, Robberies, Thefts, & c. than any Good 
they do with them: yet this would be an ill 
Argument for cutting off the Hands of our 


Children as ſoon as they were born. And 
it would be worſe to diveſt Men of their 
Underftariding;'becaulſe their private Judgment 
might mitlcad them. 1 

I. But however let us go on to the Com- 
pariſon. The Chriſtians will caſily allow all 
the Heathens as miſled by Authority, for they 
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go on in the Track of their Fathers, without 
Examination of the Grounds or Reaſons of 
their Religion. But they have no Notion of 
an infallible Judge, and therefore were more 
calily converted, and now make the great Body 
of Chriſtians, 

2. But the Jews ſtood out at firſt and till 
continue in their Infidelity, upon the fingle 
Point of Authority, becaulc Chriſt was reje— 
&ed by their Church. And it is the ſame Point 
of the Authority of the Church which rivets 
the Church of Nome in all her Errors, and 
makes any Reformation impoſſible. And in- 
deed I ſce not how a Few can be converted 
upon this Principle, which is common to them 
and the Church of Rome. But this will ap- 
pear more plainly by hearing each of them 
defend himſelf. And in this Converſation 
which I now introduce, I will bring in a 
Church of England. Man, to ſhew what that 
true Authority is, which God has delegated 
to his Church, for no doubt She has an Au- 
thority, and a great one; and then a Diſſen- 
ter ſhall argue for private Judgment againſt 
that Authority ; and this will put the Matter 
in as clear a Light as any way I can contrive. 
To begia then : 


(IV.) JEw. Do not you of the Church of 
Rome lay down this as a Foundation-Principle, 
That it is Inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs of 


God to leave Men without a ſufficient Guide 
1 
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in Matters of Faith; and not to preſerve that 
Guide from miſleading us, to the Ruin of our 
Souls? 

Rom. Ca. Yes, this is our Principle, as! 
ſuppoſe it is yours. 

JEw. It is ours too. And that this Guide 
is the Church. And therefore we reject your 
Meſſiah, becauſe the Church did reje& him. 
And ours was indiſputably the only Church 
of God then in the World; whercas other 
Chriſtian Churches diſpute this Point with 
the Church of Rome. 

Ro Mu. Ca. There was but one Chriſtian 
Church from the Beginning of the World, 
under divers Diſpenſations. Yours was one 


of theſe; Which ended when the Meſſiah 


came, the Church was then in him, and re- 


moved from the Synagogue. 

JEw. Did God then forſake his Church 
and chuſe another? But you ſay, That Chriſt 
is not the Church, but came to redeem the 
Church, he did not come to redeem him- 
ſelf, You call the Church his Body. Then 
he had no ſuch Body when he came at firſt, 


unleſs it were our Church. And he owned - 


ours to be the Church all his Life-time. And 
commanded his Diſciples to be obedient to 
her, as * Sitting in Moſes Seat. And (he was 


owned as ſuch by his > Apoſtles. But how 


did he prove himſelf to be the Meſſiah ? 


RO M. 
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10 Of Private Fudoment 
Rom. Ca. He proved it evidently by his 
Miracles, by his heavenly Doctrine, and 
by the Prophecies of him in your own Scrip- 
tures. 
EW. But the Church determined againſt 
him in all theſe, and ſaid, That he wrought 
his Miracles by Bee/zebub : That he was a 
Deceiver in his Doctrine: And that he was 
not the Meſſiah of whom the Scriptures ſpoke, 
Now, SIR, pray tell me, who is the pro- 
per Interpreter of Scripture ? Is it the Church, 
or is it left to every Man's private Judgment? 
And take this along with you, That no Jew 
turned Chriſtian, bur he who preferred his own 
private Judgment to the Authority of the 
Church: But all who adheredto the Church 
as their infallible Guide, and left the Inter- 
pretation of Scripture to her, did reject your 


99 4d 


Mal. ii. 7. d Iſa. lix. 21. 
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mouth of thy ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from 
henceforth and for ever. 

And this Method of hearkening to the 
Church, is called the way of Holineſs, and a 
High-TVay for Plainneſs, that © the way-faring 
men, though fools, ſhall not err therein. And we 
have many other Texts to the ſame Purpoſe. 

Rom. Ca. Theſe were meant of the Chri- 
ſtian Church which was to come. 

Ew. But they were made to our Church, 
And if they did not belong to our Church, 
then we have been miſled all this while, and 
we have had no Guide of Controverly ; and 
ſo the Goodneſs of God has failed, Which 
you as well as we own is obliged not to leave 
Men without ſuch a Guide. 

ROM. Ca: If you had hearkned to your 
own Prophets, they would infallibly have 
led you to our Chriſt, for they ſpoke of 
him. 

JE w. This is ſtill the 


Or may any Man in his private udgnrent de- 
part from the Deciſion of the 
which he lives, and appeal to the Charch in pri- 


mitive Times? Has not the Church in one Age 


as much Authority as in former Ages? Iv net 
her Commiſſion: perpètuat? Thérefbre — 
Church in — at that. K Wn 3 


© Tſai. XXXy. 8. 


Qeſtion, whether your 
Chriſt was the Meſſiah, or not? And let mie 
ask you, Are we not obliged to take the 
Judgment of the preſent Church in every Age? 
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12 Of Private Fudoment 

Chriſt came, was the only Judge then to which 
all ought to have Recourle, and by whoſe 
Judgment they ought to abide; and ſhe was 
then the only authentick Interpreter of Scrip- 
tures. 

The Promiſes of Perpetuity, Infallibility, 
Cc. Were made to us Jews, you Gentiles 
were not then concerned. And will you not 
give us leave to underſtand our own Law beſt, 
wherein we were born and bred, and which 
we received from our Fathers, who were per- 
petually converſant in it, and made it their 
Study Day and Night? Yet you now would 
exclude us, and tell us you underſtand our 
Law better than our ſelves; and that it meant 
You all that while, and you quote it on your 
Side. But if it did ultimatly refer to You, 
yet ſurely that was not ſo literally and Pri- 
marily as to us who were named, and were 
firſt in Poſſeſſion of it ; if it did deſcend from 
us to you, yet we muſt not be overlooked ; 
and if theſe Promiſes were not made good 
to us, you can have no Title to them, who 
only inherit them after us; can the Child in- 
herit more than what his Father left him? 
And if the elder Brother was diſpoſſeſſed, to 
make room for the younger, as you love to 
ſpeak, yet the younger does but ſuccced to what 
the elder had before. Therefore theſe Pro- 
miles which were made to us the elder Bro- 
ther, .cannot belong to you the younger, un- 
leſs they did firſt belong to us. ä 

they 
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they did belong to none at all when they were 
made, nor for many Ages after. 


(V.) CHURCH of ENGLAN D- MAN. You 
are both upon one Bottom, the Authority of 
the Church; and both cannot be right. But 
the Jew has the Advantage in this, That you 
both allow his Church to have been the only 
true Church in the World, for many Ages 
together; whereas the Few does not allow 
the Church of Rome ever to have been any 
true Church, or that Salvation is to be had 
in her. 

ROM. Ca. This is to retort the Argument 
we uſe againſt you of the Church of England, 
That you own ours to have been a true and 
orthodox Church; and then we ask, when 
did ſhe fail ? But we ſay, the Church can never 
fail; and that Salvation is only to be had 
with us. 

CH. ENG. I did indeed bring it in for this 
Purpoſe, to ſhew you the fallacy of that po- 
pular Argument by which you gain Proſelytes 
among the Vulgar Sort, vig. The Church of 
England allows Salvation may be had in the 
Church of Rome; but the Church of Rome 
denies Salvation may be had in the Church of 
England; Therefore it is ſafer by Confeſſion 
on both Sides, to be of the Church of Rome 
than of the Church of England. This I have 
heard often urged, and it ſecms to carry a 
great deal in it, at firſt Sight, with the un- 


thinking People. But when they ſee that all 
the 
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14 Of Private Judgment 
the Force in it ſtrikes equally againſt Chriſtiani- 
ty in Favour of Judaiim, I hope it will make 
them conſider and examine into the Bottom 
of this Pretence, which is grounded upon 
the ſame Error that miſled the Fews, viz. The 
Abſolute and Indefeaſible Authority of the 
Church, in Oppoſition to private Judgment. 
D1iSSENTER. I have now a fair Field 
opened to me againſt you of the Church of 
England, for we ſet up our own private Judg- 
ment againſt the Authority of your Church, 
CH. EN c. You ſhall be heard in your Place. 
But the Roman Catholic has not yet done 
with what I know he has to alledge. 


(VI.) Rom. C a. No, I have not. For ſince 
my Argument is now with you, I have more 
to urge than I could againſt the Few, which 
is, the Proofs out of the New-Teſtament for 
the Infallibility and Perpetuity of our Church, 
ſuch as f Upon this rack Iwill build my church, 
and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſs 
zt ell it unto the church ; but if he neg- 
lect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man and a publican. And® 
Then the ſpirit of truth is come, he will guide 
you unto all truth. And there are other Texts 
which you know we urge to this Purpoſe. 

Cn. EN c. But not one of them that names 
the Church of Rome. And here you know 
is our Diſpute. You call your ſelves the Ca- 

tholick 


fF Matth. zvi. 18. Xviii. 17. 8 Joh. xvi. 13. 
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tholick Church, and confine whole Chriſtia- 
nity within the Communion of the Pope of 
Rome, as the Principle of Unity and Head of 
all. And yet there is not one Word in the 
Scripture of either the Pope or Church of Rome. 
So that this muſt be determined purely by 
private Judgment. And this is your whole 
Foundation, as you ſtand diſtinguiſhed from us 
and other Chriſtian Churches. And if private 
Judgment is tobe determined by Vote, there are 

ten to one againſt the Church of Rome upon this 
Point. And that not only of thote who have 
broke off from her ſince the Reformation ; but 
the Greek Church, and other numerous 

Churches in Aſia, and Africa, did never own 

the Supremacy of Rome, nor do to this day. 

And theſe, without the Reformation, will 

far out number xot only what can be properly 

call'd the Church ef Rowe now at this time, 

but in the largeſt Extent that ever ſhe was, even 

before the Reformation. 


(VII.) Rom. CA. But the Church of Rowe 
is the Mot her- Church. 

Cx. ENG. How can ſhe be the Mother of 
thoſe Churches which never deſcended from 
her? There were Churches of the Gepty/es 
before there was any at Rome. l The diſti- 
Mes were called chriſtians firſt in Antioch. But 
t is certain that the Zewſh-Chriſizan Church 
vas the Mather of all other Chriſtian Churchcs. 
nd ſo Chriſti did ordain, That the Goſpel. 

ſhould 
a> AS. . & i Luk, xxiv. 47. 
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ſhould be preached among all nations, begin- 


ning at Jeruſalem. And the Apoſtles * went 
about, Preaching the word to none but unto 
the Jews only. And thus it continued till 
the Viſion of the Sheet to St. Peter, Aft. x. 
for they did not know before, that the Gen- 
tiles were to be made Partakers of the Goſpel. 
Therefore all the Promiſes of CHriſt which you 
have named were made to this Firſt and Mo- 
ther-· Chriſtian- Church of the Jews; and ſhe 
was in Poſſe ſſion of them, before there was 
one Chriſtian in Rome, or any where among 
the Gentzles. 

RoM. Ca. But Rome is become the Mo- 
thcr-Church fince. 

Cn. ENG. Not to half, as I have ſhewed 
above. But if the Mother-Church, and the 
Promiſes made to it can be transferred from 
one Church to another, then it may be trans- 
ferred from Rome, as it was from Jeruſalem, 
and ſo without End. And to what particu- 
lar Church will you then fix theſe Promiſes 
of Perpetuity, ec? You muſt come to us, who 
believe that CHriſt will always have a Church 
upon Earth; and that the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not finally prevail againſt his Church in ge- 
neral ; but that there is no Promiſe to fecure 
any particular Church, that her Candleſtick 


may not be removed, as others have been. I 


Rom. CA. But what Church was that of 
which Chriſt ſpoke when he ſaid, Tell it un- 
to the church, &c. 


* Act. xi. 19. 
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CH. ENG, It was every particular Church. 
For the Caſe there put is of private Difference 
betwixt Man and Man, If thy brother treſpaſs 
againſt thee——There Chriſt directs firſt private 
Admonition, then the Intervention of Friends, 
but if that would not do, then Tell it to the 
Church, that is, to the Church or Congrega- 
tion of which you are both Members. It is 
impoſſible to bring every private Quarrel be- 
fore the Catholick Church. There was no- 
thing at all of the Faith concerned in this Caſe. 
Nor in the xvii. of Deut. (often quoted by you 
for the infallible Judgment of the Church) 
the Caſe there put is only about Civil Cauſes, 
as you may ſee ver. 8, And the Civil Judge 
is joined with the Pricſts in this. But neither 
God nor Chriſt does any where ſend us to a 
Judge of Faith. There cannot be any Judge 
of Faith but God alone. 


(VIII.) Rom. CA. Why do you ſay there 
cannot ? No doubt there may be ſuch a Judge, 
whether therc is or not. 

CH. ENG. The beſt way is to put it to a 
Tryal. Let us begin then with the Creed, 
the firſt Article is, J believe in God the Fa- 
ther Almighty. Now I ask, who is Judge 
of this Article? Who is Judge whether there 
is a God or not? And ſo of the reſt. Whe- 
her there is a Chriſf ? Whether he died, roſe, 
Kc? Whether there is a Holy Ghoſt? Whe- 
her there will be a Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and a Life Eternal ? 

ROM. 
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Rom. Ca. This is an odd way of turning 


the Queſtion, There is no ſuch Judge of thete 
things, as that we were not to believe there 
is a God, or Chriſt, &c. if ſuch Judge ſhould 
{> determine. 

C. ENG. Then there is no Judge of Faith. 
And now I will give you the Reaſon why 
there cannot be ſuch a Judge among Men. 
Becauſe where any thing is determined by 
Authority, ſuch Authority muſt be ſuperior 
to what it determines. As in Civil Caules, 
the Authority of the King by whoſe Com- 
miſſion they are determined, is ſuperior to the 
Right or Property of the Subject. And for 
the ſame Reaſon, if I ſhould believe a God, 
or a Chrift, &c. upon any Authority what- 
ſoever, that Authority with me mult be prior 
and ſuperior to what I believe upon that Au- 
thority. And thus the Church (ſuppoſing it 
ſuch a Judge of Faith) would have an Autho- 
rity above God, or Chriſt, or any thing con- 
taincd in the Creed. And therefore I think 
it is plain, that we receive not the Creed upon 
the Authority of the Church. 


(N.) Ro Mu. Ca. You had never had the 
Creed but by the Church, 

Cn. ENG. That may be. The Church 
taught it me, propos'd it to me, and con- 
vinced me of the Truth of it. But not by 
Way of Authority, for I could not believe 
the Authority of the Church, till I was firſt 
convinced by the Scriptures that Chriſt had 
| eſtabliſhed 
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cſtabliſhed ſuch a Church, and veſted her 
with ſuch Authority. So that I receive the 
eriptures, upon the Teſtimony not Authority 
of the Church; and I examine that Teſtimony, 
as I do other Facts, till J have fatisfy'd my 
private Judgment there is no other way. As 
ſuppoſe an Athicſt to be convinced by me of 
the Being of a Cod, he then believes it, and 
I may be ſaid to be an Inſtrument in this. 
But how fooliſh would it be in me, nay bl. 
phemous, to aſſume Authority over him tor 
this, and ſay, That it was by my Authority |: 
believed a Cod, and therefore that he was ob. 
liged to believe every thing elſe I told him, 
without cxamining ; becauſe if my Authority 
was taken for the Being of God, then no- 
thing ſurely of leſſer Confequente could be 
excepted from it. This is the Manner of 
Argumentation for recciving the Faith from 
the Authority of the Church, This is that 
Circle from which you can never rid your 
ſelves, of believing the Scriptures upon the 
Authority of the Church ; and then back again, 
of believing the Church upon the Authority 
of the Scriptures. This makes cach of them of 
greater Authority than the other, and each 
of them of leſſer! 

And now tell me, if I have nothing but my 
private Judgment for the Being of a God, ſhall 
the Church pretend to an Authority over pri- 
vate 0 and that I ſhall not be al- 
lowed to make uſe of it in any thing ſhe pro- 


poles to me! 
B 2 (X.) Ro 
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(J.) Ro M. Ca. In ſmaller things you may, 
which we call Matters of Opinion, but not 
in Matters of Faith, for then, o ſball be 
Judge? 

CH. EN. I think the reverſe of this to be 
the Truth, viz. That this Queſtion, who ſhall 
be Fudge? And the ſubmitting of our private 
138 is only in ſmaller Matters, and of 
ittle Conſequence. As in temporal Affairs, 


and Diſputes of meum and tuum; and in de- 


termining Rites and Ceremonies in the Church, 
which are not of the Eſſentials of Religion, 
and in Matters of Diſcipline for the better 
Government of the Church; in theſe things 
we ought to ſubmit our private Judgment, 
and if there be a Diſpute about them, it is 
very proper to ask, who ſhall be Fudge? Be- 
cauſe the Conteſt and Breach of Unity in the 
Church, is of far more Importance than any 
of theſe things, let them be determined which 
Way it will. But in Matters of Faith it is 
quite otherwiſe, and there to ask, who ſhall 
be Fudge ? Is moſt abhorrent, as who ſhall be 
Fudge, whether there is a God or not, or a 
Chriſt? And ſo of other Articles of the Creed, 
as I have ſhewed you before. 

God has ſubjected our Lives and Fortuncs 
to. the abſolute Diſpoſal of Civil Government, 
becauſe theſe are no great things, and we 
muſt give them up however. And in theſe 
there is a Neceſlity of determining the Queſti- 
on, who ſhall be Fudge ? Without this, there 

Can 
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can be no End of Civil Diſputes, and Govern- 
ment would be impracticable; there muſt be 
a laſt Reſort from which there is no Appeal s 
otherwiſe there would be an eternal running 
round, or a Progreſſus in infinitum, and no 
Conteſt about Civil Affairs could ever be de- 
termined. And there is no Security in this, 
that an unjuſt Judgment will not be given at 
laſt; nor is that of great Moment, for, as I 
ſaid, we are not much hurt by it. 

But God has taken more Care of our Souls, 
and not put our Faith under the abſolute Do- 
minion of any. The Apoſtles diſclaimed it, 
and when they exhorted and inſtructed, they 
ſaid, | Not for that we have dominion over 
your faith, but are helpers of your joy. And 
again, m If we or an angel from heaven preach 
any other goſpel, let him be anathema, thatis, 
accurſed. And this was to be known only by 
private Judgment; and is a very poſitive De- 
ciſion for it, againſt Authority, of the higheſt 
Sort poſſible next under God himſelf. 

It is this miſtaken Notion of Authority 
which detains you of the Church of Rome, 
and ſhuts your Ears from hearkening to Rea- 
ſon. You ſtop us every Turn with the Au- 
thority of the Church! Nay, you bid us deny 
our Reaſon, and our Senſes too, in obedience 
to the Church ! 


And it is this very ſame Miſtake which har- 
3 thoſe 


— woes” 
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thoſe who were charmed with his Doctrine 
| and had ſcen his Miracles, and told them, * 

| Never man ſpake like this man, but the chief 
' prieſts, &c. anſwered, Have any of the rulers 
| or of the Phariſtes believed on him, but this 
| people who knoweth not the law are curſed, 
| Here was a full Stop to all further Enquiries 
| concerning him, whether he were the true 
Meſſiah or not? They muſt lcarn this from 
the Church, and not truſt to their private 
Judgment, let the Cale be never ſo plain! 


(XI.) And I cannot here but obſervea won- 
derful Providence in the Oeconomy of God. 
He might, no doubt, have fo diſpos'd things 
if he pleaſed, as that Chri/# ſhould have been 
received by his own, and acknowledged by the 
Church. But he choſe the way, whercin the 
Husbandmen ſhould kill the Heir, and the 
1! Builders rejet the Corner Stone, that the 
Pride of Man might be humbled, and our 
Faith ſtand in God alone. Chri/t was denied 
and perſecuted by all the Powers on Earth, 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil. And of his own 
Apoſtles, one betrayed him, another forſwore 
him, and forſook him. * He trod the wine. 
preſs alone, and of the people there was none 
with him. And this was propheſycd of be- 
fore, That he ſhould be a » Stone of ſtum 
_ and a Rock of offence to both the Houſes 


of Iſrael; and 2 their Eyes ſhould be blin- 
ded 
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* Tſai. viii. 14. 


* Joh. vii. 48, 49. ſai. Ixil. 2. 
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ded that they ſhould not know him when he 
came. As I have ſhewed before in the Truth 
of Chriſtianity demonſtrated, p. 105, 106. And 
what was it blinded them againſt this full and 
clear Evidence, but their Notion of the Au- 
thority of the Church! And was it not to 
beat down and for ever ſilence this Pretence, 
that Chriſt would not ſuffer the Church to 
give Atteſtation to him, nor come by their 
Recommendation? Should the Sun borrow 
Light from the Moon? Yet this Pretence is 
taken up again by the Church of Rome. It 
never was maintained by any but by the 
Church of the Fews, and of Rome] And we 
have ſeen ſtrange Effects of both! 


(XII.) Rom. Ca. After all you have ſaid- 
How do you know the Canonical Book of 
Scriptures, but by the Authority of the 
Church ? 

Cn. ENG. Not at all by her Authority, 
but by her Evidence, There 1s a great Dit- 
ference, I pray you to conſider it. There were 
falſe Goſpels and falſe Epiſtles inſcribed to ſe - 
veral of the Apoſtles, ſet up by the Hereticks 
in the firſt Age; and they were detected in 
that ſame Age, while the Originals of what 
the Apoſtles wrote were {till in being. But 
the Hereticks could not produce the Originals 
of theirs, nor did their Copies agree with one 
another, as Y Euſebius tells us. And this was 


not deciding the Matter by Authority, but 


B 4 by 
Euſep. Hiſt. I. v. c. 28. 
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by plain Evidence of a Fact, as of any other 
Forgery, or ſuppoſititious Writing. 

But you ſtate the Matter fo, as if there 
were a Heap of Papers, of many hundred 
Years paſt ; ſome genuine and ſome ſpurious, 
all confuſedly thrown together, and that it 
were left to the Church to diſtinguiſh theſe, 
by her Authority; and that we were obliged 
ſo to receive them, without knowing any more 
of the Matter; and had nothing but her Au- 
thority to truſt to. Fut this, S 1 R, is far from 
being the Caſe. The Canon of the Scripture 
was ſettled at the Time when it could be 
done by full Evidence, and the Notoriety of 
the thing was known to all. And we have 
received it down from that Time, in Copics 
ſo univerſally ſpread through the Chriſtian 
World, that it is impoſſible to add or detract 
from it, without a general Detection of the 
Forgery by all Churches. And this has pre- 
ſerved the Canon of the New Teſtament ſo 
intire, that there is no Difference about it 
between you and us, or any other Chriſtian 
Church. 

It is true indeed we differ with you as to 
the Canon of the Old Teſtament. But wc 
have the Fews on our Side for this, who 
never received thoſe Books we call Apocryphal 
into their Canon. They were not wrote in 
their Language, at leaſt moſt of them. And 
I might bring in the Few again to reaſon the 
Caſe with you, how you came to underſtand 
their Canon better than themſelves, who were 

in 
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in Poſſeſſion of it many hundred Years before 
Chriſtianity, and were ſo careful as to number 
the very Letters? But I will not prolong this, 
nor enter into the particular Diſputes betwixt 
your Church and ours; my Buſineſs now being 
only to conſider the Foundation- Principle of 
the Authority of the Church, upon which all 
the reſt depend. I will only ſay this further 
as to theſe Apocryphal Books, That St. Ferom, 
in his Prolagus Galeatus, printed before all 
your Fulgar Latin Bibles that I have ſeen, 
excludes all theſe by Name out of the Canon, 
and ſays the Church did ſo too. And we 
may ſuppoſe that ſo learned a Father, who 
had himſelf tranſlated the Scriptures, knew 
what the Church received in his Time. And 
it ſeems ſtrange to me, that ſuch a flagrant 
Teſtimony againſt you ſhould ſtand in the 
Front of your own Bibles, But if you would 
have further Satisfaction as to this Point, I 
refer you to Biſhop Coſmr's elaborate Hiſtory 
of the Canon of the Scriptures, which has 
not been anſwered by any of your Church, that 
I hear of, for it ſeems to carry Demonſtration 
along with it, proceeding wholly upon Fact, 
and giving Vouchers in abundance. And as 
to the Books themſelves, let any one read the 
Concluſion of the Book of Maccabees, 2 Mac. 
xv. 39, 40, and ſee if he can perſuade him- 
ſelf that ſuch Words could come out of the 
Mouth of God ! | 


(XIII.) But 
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(XIII.) But to return. The great Cauſe J 
conceive of the Church of the Jews, and 
the Church of Rome, having fallen into this 
Miſtake of their own Abſolute and Unlimited 
Authority, and indefeaſible Perpetuity, is their 
not rightly apprchending the Nature of the 
Promiſes which God makes to Man. For 
though they may be full and unconditional, 
as expreſſed in the Words, yet they are to be 
underſtood with an implyed Condition of our 
Obedience. And we are not to think that he 
is bound by his Promiſe, though we are never 
ſo wicked! No. God will not thus be mocked ! 
If he has ſpoken 4 concerning a Land to pluck 
up and to deſtroy, if they repent, he will alſo 
repent of the Evil. And if he has promiſed 
to build and to plant, if they do Evil, he will 
repent of the Good. Sec what he ſaid to Eli 
the High- Prieſt * for his not reſtraining his Sons, 
who were wicked in their Miniſtry, Wherefore 
the Lord God of Iſrael ſaith, I ſaid indeed, 
that thy houſe, and the houſe of thy father 


ſbould walk before 'me for ever ; but now the 


Lord ſaith, Be it far from me ; for them that 
honour me, I will honour, and they that deſpiſe 
me, ſball be lightly eſteemed. 

God had promiſed to the Children of 1/raet, 
whom he brought out of Egypt, to carry 
them into the Land of Canaan to poſſeſs it. 
But upon their murmuring, he condemned 
them all (except two) to die in the Wilder- 

neſs, 


9 Jer, xviii. 7, Cc. © 1 Sam. ii. 20. 
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neſs, and ſaid, Ie ſhall know my breach of 
promiſe, in the Margin it is, the altering of 


of my purpoſe. 
Obey my voice (lays Gd) that I may perform 


the oath which I have ſworn unto your fathers. 

It would be tedious to go through the Mul- 
titude of Texts to this Purpoſe. Many Pro- 
miſes were made to the People of Iſrael and 
to the Temple, of Perpetuity for cver. Yet 
both it and they were deſtroycd for their 
Wickedneſs, All which will not yet per- 
ſuade them that theſe Promiſes were condi- 
tional. This was the hardeſt Point to gain 
upon them. John the Baptiſt began with this, 
to ſhew them the Vanity of their Hopes, in 
laying, we have Abraham to our Father. And 
this was what our Bleſſed Saviour ſet forth 
to them in the Parable of the Vineyard and 
the wicked Husbandmen. But they would 
not underſtand. They ſtill ſtuck to their own 
being the only Peculium of God. They could 
bear nothing againſt thiss When our Lord 
told them u of God's ſhewing to ſome of the 
Gentiles more Favour than the H/raelites, in 
the Inſtances of Naaman the Syrian, and the 
Widow of Sarepta, they were filled with 
Wrath, and thruſt him out of the city, and 
led him to the brow of the hill, that they might 
caſt him down headlong. They heard St. Paul 
with Attention * unto this Word, of his being 


ſcat to the Gentzles, and then they Liſt up 
| their 


f Num. xiv. 34. t Jer. . 4, 5 u J. uk. iv. 25, Cc. 
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their voices, and ſaid, away with ſuch a fel- 
low from the earth, for it is not fit that he 


ſhould live ; and they cryed out, and caſt off 


their clothes, and threw duſt into the air. 
Such Tranſports have I ſeen among ſome 
of your Communion, when their Title to be 
the only Peculium was queſtioned! And yet 
you have leſs Pretence than the Church of the 
Fews, for there were many Promiſes made to 
them by Name, but not one to the Church 
of Rome by Name, nor by any Implication 
which docs not depend upon great Uncer- 
taintics at beſt, and muſt be reſolved wholly 
by private Judgment at laſt, 


(XIV.) DISSENTER. It is now time for 
me to come in. I ſtand upon private Judg- 
ment. And if you condemn me, you con- 
demn that too. | 

CH. ENG. No doubt, private Judgment is 
often miſtaken, Therefore you muſt take 
Pains to have your Judgment rightly inform- 
ed. | 
D1ss. Do you inform me then. You have 
run down the Authority of the Church. I ſec 
no Authority you have left her. 

Cn. ENG. Becauſe I do not allow her an 


Abſolute, Unconditional, and Infallible Au- 


thority, and that in Matters of Faith; you 
think ſhe has no Authority at all. 

Dr1ss. Your 2oth Article (of late fo much 
conteſted) ſays, ſhe has Authority in Contro: 
verſies of Faith. | 


22 — mM to 


and Authority, &c. 29 


Cn. EN. Yes, but far from infallible. You 
ſce how it is there limited, not to be repug- 
nant to Holy Scripture, ec. She has Autho- 
rity asa Witneſs and Keeper of Holy Writ, 
as the Article words it. 

Drss. What Authority is that? 

Cn. ENG. The ſame that is acknowleged 
in your Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, chap. 
xxxi. Miniſterially to determine Controverſies 
of Faith, as you there word it. But in regu- 
lating the Worſhip of God, and in Diſcipline 
for the better Government of the Church, 
there to determine Authoritatively. And 
this is perfectly agreeable to our 2oth Ar- 
ticle, againſt which you have wrangled per- 
petually, and of late have called in the Deiſts 
to your Aid, at leaſt accepted of their Aſſiſtance, 
in their Prieſt-Craft in Perfection againſt 
this 2oth Article, For their Information 
therefore, and by your own Confeſſion, the 
Authority of the Church ſtands thus; to de- 
termine Controverſies of Faith only Miniſte- 
rially, as the ordinary Diſpenſers of the Word, 
as Jervants of Chriſt, and Miniſters of the 
Goſpel; not Abſolutely and Authoritatively, 
as Lords of our Faith, and infallible Inter- 
preters of Scripture. And it is moſt reaſon- 
able to ſubmit and acquieſce in ſuch Deter- 
mination of the Church except where the, 
Caſe is notorious and out of Doubt, and of 
the laſt Conſequence, as of the Caſe of the 
Meſſiah when he came. For unconditional 


Obedience in Matters of Faith, is due to none 
: but 
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but God, nor has he delegated any ſuch Power 


to Men. Will it therefore follow; That he 
has given no Power at all to his Church? 

It was a great Power given when he ſaid, ? 
Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them, 
&c. And he left Power with them to inveſt 
others with the ſame Authority, without which 
none can preach the Faith, for * How ſhall 
they preach, except they be ſem ? And this is 
an Authority relating to Faith. As likewiſe 
the Power of the Keys, which implics all Au- 
thority of Government, as being the Pillar 
and Ground of the Faith * And Chriſt has 
promiſed to ratify in Heaven the Cenſures 
of the Church when juſtly inflicted upon 
Earth, 

Rom. CA. Why do you limit the Text! 
The Words are general, hat ſocver ye ſhall 
bind, &c. And © Whoſoever ſins ye remit, 
&c. | 

Cn. ENG. This is what I juſt now told 
you of, That you will take the Words of 
God without any implicd Condition. Yet 
you your ſelves cannot deny but that there 


are Conditions here implied, as of Contri- . 


tion in the Penitent, c. And if the Cen- 
ſures of the Church are inflicted clave errante, 
as you term it, that is, not juſtly, you ſay not 
that ſuch Sentence will be ratified in Hea- 
ven. 


(XV.) RON. 


a 1 Tim. 


Matth. xxviii. 19. 2 Rom. X. 15. 
e Joh, XX. 23. 


iii. 15. b Matth. Xvili. 18. 
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(XV.) Rom. Ca. Chriſt ſaid, © The Seribes 
and Phariſees ſit in Moſes ſeat, all therefore 
what ſover they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
and do, What Exception do you here find 
from this Abſolute Authority recognized by 
Chriſt to be in the Church ? 

Cn. ENG. By this you own the Church 
then to have been in the Synagogue of the 
Scribes and Phariſees. And were they infal- 
lible? Were all the Fews who had believed 
in Chriſt obliged to renounce him, becauſe 
ſo commanded by theſe Scribes and Phariſees ? 
But, S1R, there is not a Word of believing 
in all this Text. They were only to obſerve 
and do what the Synagogue ſhould bid them. 
And no doubt the Condition was implied, of 
ſuch Commands being lawful, and agreeable 
to the Word of God. And this is the Full of 
what is meant in our Obedience to any Church 
or Authority upon Earth. And being worded 
here to the utmoſt Extent, ſhews how the like 
Expreſſions are to be underſtood when applied 
to others. This is beyond, Feed my ſheep, or 
Tell it to the Church; how then ſhall ſo much 
be inferred from theſe, when far /eſs is meant 
in the more poſitive and comprehenſive Word ? 
It is ſaid, Children obey your parents in all 
things. And if this had been ſaid of our O- 
bedience to the Church, it could have meant 


no more than as it ſtands in Relation to Pa- 
rents, 


Matth. xxiii. 2, 2. 


— 
- — 
— — eo tee. — — 


32 Of Private Judament 

rents, Viz. in all their lawful Commands. 
And private Judgment muſt determine that, 
in the one Cale as well as in the other. 

But ſince you bring this Text to ſhew the 
Authority of your Church, you ſhall have it ; 
and take it all together, in what Chriſt ſays 
of theſe ſame Scrzbes and Phariſees. In the 
ſame Diſcourſe where he commands this Obe- 
dience to be payed them, he calls them lind 
Guides, leading the blind into the Ditch. He 
bids his diſciples © beware of their Doctrine; 
and charges them * with having made the Com- 
mandments of God of none Effect through 
their Traditions, and many ſuch like things 
which they did, before his coming into the 
World. 

Now if your Plea ſhould hold, of the Church 
being transferred to the Meſſiah at his com- 
ing; yet you will be obliged to maintain the 
Infallibility of the 7ewiſb Church before 
that time. Elſe your Principle falls of. the 
Goodneſs of God being engaged to afford 
Men always an infallible Guide: And like- 
wiſe your Argument from the Promiſes made 
to the Church of the 7eu in the Old Teſta- 
ment of Infallibility, Perpetuity, exc. which 
you quote now for your own Church. You 
have brought a very hard Task upon your 
ſelves, either to maintain the Infallibility of 
the Fewiſh Church all along before Chriſt 
came, or elſe to loſe your own. You muſt 
anſwer 


e Matth. xvi. 12. kf Mark vii. 13. 
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anſwer what I have quoted, of the Fews hav- 
ing Rejefted the Commandments of God, that 
they might keep their own Tradition. And 
conſider that it takes a long Time to make a 
Tradition. Therefore theſe falſe DoQrines 
with which Chri/t here charges them, were of 
old ſtanding among them before he came. 
And they called it 5 the Tradition of their 
Elders, that is, of thoſe before them, and of 
the Governors of their Church, called gene- 
rally by the Name of their Elders, 


But let us look into their former Times. 
We find them all involved in the Idolatry of 
the Golden Calf, even Aaron the High- Prieſt, 
and whatever can be called their Church, when 
they thought they had loſt Moſes", upon his 
tarrying ſo long on the Mount. There is not 
one Exception made of any of the People, 
who did not come in fully to this Idolatry. 
And how frequently afterwards did they relapſe 
into this Sin? Daniel charges it i upon all 


Iſrael, as well as upon their Kings, Princes, 
&c. All the chief of the prieſts. * 


They perſecuted their own Prophets l, at 
the Inſtigation of their Prieſts. Who likewiſe 
perſuaded them to ask Barabbas, and deſtroy 
Feſus ® ? It was their whole Sanhedrim, * 


C the 
8 Mark. vii. 5. h Exod. xxxii. 1, Cc. i Dan* 
ix. 11. 4 2 Chr. xxxvi. 14. | Jer. xxvi. 8, 11 
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the chief prieſts and all the council. And it 
was upon the ſame Principle, and their Aſſu- 
rance of the Infallibility of their Church, for, 
ſaid they, ® the law ſhall not periſh from the 
prieſt. Therefore, Let us ſmite Feremiah, and 
let us not give heed to any of his words. Which 
of the prophets, ſays St. Stephen, ? have not 
your Fathers perſecuted ? Our Saviour told 
them F Tour fathers killed the prophets and ye 
build their ſepulchres; and ſay, if we had 
been in the days of our fathers we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets. Wherefare ye be witneſſes unto 
your ſelves, that ye are the children of themwho 
killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the meaſure 
of your fathers. Yet they could not ſee the Fal- 
libility of their Fathers ; nor their own, when 
they were filling up their Meaſure, in Perſe- 
cuting the Meſſiah, as their Fathers had the 
Prophets. But they ſtill ſtick to their Infalli- 
bility, That the Law could not periſh from the 
Prieſt. And which is more wonderful, you 
ſtill ſtick to their Infallibility, becauſe you can- 
not otherwiſe ſupport your own. And you 
quote the Promiſes made to them, as ſecur— 
ing you from Fallibility ! Thus they are your 
Fathers as well as of the Fews, and we may ſay 
to you, as Chriſt ſaid to the Fews, Tour fa- 
thers killed the prophets, &c. Nay, we may 


fay more to you, That your Fathers killed the 
Meſſiah, 


e Jer. xviii. 18. v Act. vii, 52. 4 Matth. xxiii, 29. Cc. 
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Meſſiah, and yet you till maintain their In- 
fallibility! 


But while Chriſt expoſed the Fallibility of 
the Church, he ſtill ſupported her Authority, 
by owning that the Scrzbes and Phariſees fat 


in Moſes's Scat. 


And this determines the Limits of our Sub- 
miſſion to any Authority, vig. To obſerve and 
do whatſoever they command us (that is law- 
ful) let them be never ſo wicked, as wicked as 
theſe Srribes and Phariſees, whom in the ſame 


Chapter Chriſt calls Serpents, a Generation of 


Vipers, and Children of Hell. But to beware of 
their Doctrine, not to think our ſelves oblig'd 
to give the inward Aſſent of our Minds and to 
believe all that they ſhall require of us as of 
Faith. For this is the moſt deſperate Condition 
any mortal Man can be in. Aud if our private 


Judgment lead us ro this, there is no other In- 


ſtance in the World wherein it can ſo fatally 
deceive us! 


The next to this, is the Condition of you 
Diſſenters, who inſtead of obſerving and do- 
ing whatſoever is commanded you, though it be 
lawtul ; will do nothing you are bidden; and 
for that very Reaſon, becauſe you are vidden 
inſomuch that what you your ſelves own to be 
lawful, and indifferent, and that you might do 
it of your own Head; you think it becomes 

C 2 ſinful 
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ſinful, meerly becauſe injoined by your lawful 
Superiors! For then it is an Encroachment 
upon your Chriſtian Liberty ! This is the Spirit 
of Contradiction, it is Croſſneſs for Croſſneſs 
Sake! Of which you would ſoon be ſenſible if 
it were in your own Children. If one of them 
ſhould ſay to you, I would have done what 
you bid me, but now will not, becauſe you 
bid me. | 


Upon the whole ; I allow the Church to 

be the Judge of Faith, the only and ſupreme 
Judge of it upon Earth. As in all Civil Go- 
vernment there is a laſt Reſort which is Su- 
preme and Unaccountable to Man ; but there 
is an Appeal to God, from whom both derive 
their Authority, But the Church of Rome will 
not ſuffer me to appeal from her to God, no not 
in my own Mind. St. Peter owned the Au— 
thority of the Church of the Zews, and called 
their Sanhedrim , the Rulers of the People, 
the Elders of Iſrael, and the Builders of the 
Church; but yet he (aid to them, ' Y/hether it 
be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye : He ſpoke 
of the Meſſial the Corner ſtone whom they 
had rejected, and therefore he appealed from 
the Church to Cod, in this Supreme and moſt 
Fundamental Point of Faith. 


Chriſt 


r AR. iv. 8, 11. ſ Ibid. ver. 19. 
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Chriſt came with an Evidence and Authority 
than ſuperior to that of the Church. He ſaid, © 
J receive not teſtimony from Man—The Fa- 
ther himſelf hath born witneſs of me. And 
indeed to ſhew Chriſt by the Church, would 
be lighting a Candle to ſec the Sun. 


The Church is the Interpreter of the Scrip- 
ture, as the Judgcs are of the Law. And they 
have Authority ſo to interpret, and they judge 
authoritatively. Yet they are but the Ordi- 
nary Diſpenſers of the Law, to which an or- 
dinary Interpretation of the Law is neceſſary. 
But the ultimate Interpretation of the Law is 
only in the Legiſlative Authority, according 
to the Maxim, Cujus eſt condere, ejus & in- 
terpretari, that is, It belongs to the ſame 
Power which enacts to interpret. For the 
Makers of the Law beſt know their own Mean- 
ing. Thus the Church is the ordinary Diſ- 
penſer, and fo far the Interpreter of Scripture : 
But the ultimate Deciſion is in God, and we 
may (till appeal to him. And muſt make uſe 
of our own private Judgment for our under- 
ftanding it, and governing our Practice ac- 
cordingly, in the great Points of Faith and 
Worſhip. 


C 3 (XVI.) Let 


© Job. v. 34, 37. 
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(XVI.) Let us come to a Teſt in this Mat- 
ter. And it is very ſhort. Chriſt ſays to the 
People, Search the Scriptures, for they are 
they which teſtify of me And how is it, 
that ye do not diſcern this time? (that is, of 
the Coming of the Meſſiah) * Tea, and why 
even of your own ſelves judge ye not what 1s 
right? The Vulgar has it, Hoc autem tempus 
quomodo non probatis? Why do you not exa- 
mine and prove whether this be the Time or 
not, by the Signs which the Scriptures have 
teſtified of it? As you diſcern the Weather by 
the natural Signs which precede; the compa- 
riſon our Saviour there utes. Y Tecandiſcern 
the face of the sky, but can ye not diſcern 
the ſigns of the times? that is, When 
the Meſſiah ſhould come, which are as plain 
as the other, that ye need not go to any Body 
to know it. Quid autem & a vobis ipſis 
non judicatis ? You may judge it of your own 
ſelves. | 


In anſwer to all which, ſays Authority, Nay; 
but has the Church determined it? * Have 


any of the rulers or Phariſees believed on him? 


But this People who knoweth not the law 
are curſed. Are not they curſed who de- 
part from the Church, and will not believe 
her? Who take upon themſelves to know the 


Law, and to interpret it, contrary to the Judg- | 
| ment 


v Joh, v. 29. * Luk, xii, 56, 57. 7 Matth. 


KVl, 3. 2 Joh. vii. 48. 
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ment of the Church! They ſet up private 
Judgment againſt Authority ! And ] mult leave 
it to every Man's private Tudgment to judge 
of all that I have ſaid. 


For this is the only general Rule by which 
God will judge all Men. It is a preſumptu- 
ous Argument to lay, that Cd is obliged to give 
every Man an outward Guide, when he has left 
the greateſt Part of the World without it. Was 
Abraham given a Guide to all the World, who 
was known only to a few Neighbours? The 
Law was given only to the Fews, and the 
Gentiles were not to be judged by it. For * 
as many as ſm without the law, ſhall be judged 
without the law. And not believing the Goſ- 
pel is a Condemnation to thoſe only to whom 
it is preached. ® Go ye. and preach he 
that believeth not— that is, what you preach. 
So that rejecting the Goſpel was the Crime, 
when it was offered with full Evidence. For 
this was deſpiſing the Goodnels of Ged offcr'd 
ro us. But for a general Guide to Mankind, © 
In the beginning God created man, and left 
him in the hand of his own council. He ſet 
before him Life and Death, Bleſſing and d 
Curſmg for him to chuſe. And God will bleſs 
or curſe him, according to what he has ſet 
before him, whether by Revelation, or by 
his own natural Reafon only. And who is 
judge of this? None but God, who only knows 

| * — Ex the 
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the Sincerity of any Man's Intentions, and 
what Endeavours he has uſed towards the 
right Informing of his Judgment. And where 
there is Uſe fora Guide, Man has no other 
way to determine himſelf but by his private 
Judgment. 


(XVII.) Now to apply this as to our own 
immediate Concerns at preſent. I ſuppoſe 
a Man on his Road to ſuch a Place, and com- 
ing where there arc three or four different 
Ways, he knows not which to chuſe. But he 
finds there ſcveral Guides ſtanding, who all 
pretend to be appointed Guides of that Road, 
and offer their Service, with equal Aſſurance, 
cach ſaying, that the Way he points is the 
right, and none other. But the Traveller 
has a Cart or Plan of the Way in his Hand, 
which all the Guides allow to be juſt and 
right, and would have him walk by it. Only 
one tells him, he may miſtake his Plan, there- 
fore deſires he would give it up to him; and 
moreover that he ſhould be blind-folded, be- 
cauſe otherwiſe he might be diſputing the 
Way, which would retard their Journey; and 
beſides imply'd a Diſtruſt of his Guide. But 
another Guide tells him he ſhould keep his 
Plan in his Hand, and he would give him 
leave to examine every Step he led him by 
the Plan, and then his own Eyes ſhould be 
Judge whether he led him right ornot? And 


e would not delue it ſhould be left in his | 


Power 
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Power to lead him over a Precipice with his 
Eyes ſhut. 


The Holy Scriptures are the Plan, and the 
Church of Rome takes them from the People, 
(leſt rhey diſpute about it) and requires them 
ro truſt Abſolutely and Blindly to her Gui- 
dance. 


The Church of England ſhews her Com- 
miſſion to be a Guide upon this Road to 
Heaven, derived by Succeſſion from the A- 


poſtles, with a competent, though not an in- 
fallible, Authority. 


The Diſſenters have no Commiſſion nor 
Succeſſion to ſhew, they have thruſt them- 
ſelves as Guides upon this Road, of their own 
Heads, not above 150 Ycars ago, in utter 
Contempt and Oppoſition to all the Guides 
of God's Appoinrment from the Days of the 
Apoſtles. And they have no Authority at all, 
either to prcach the Word, or to ſign and 
ſcal the Covenant which God has made with 
Man, in the Holy Sacraments of his Inſtitu- 
tion, nor to bleſs in his Name. This Honour 
they have taken to themſelves, which the A- 
poſtle ſays, © No man can take to himſelf, but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 


And 


e Heb. v. 4. 
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And now, ſince God has appointed his 
Guides to lead us with our Eyes open, and 
not to take from us the Uſe of our private 
Judgment, that is, of our Underſtanding, 
without which we could not be Men: Since 
this is all the Security of which we are capa- 
ble in this trail State; and to ſtrain it higher, 
would be to loſe ir all; Let us not be taken 
with that preſumptuous Sophiſtry of Infallibi- 
lity, which hardened the 7ews againſt their 
Meſſiah; unanſwerable by the Church of Rome, 
and hides Repentance from her Eyes! 


I have given before a Demonſtration of the 
Truth of the Holy Scripturcs, and of Chriſtia- 
nity, without touching upon the Authority of 
the Church (only they come in for their Share 
of the Evidence. as they are Part of Mankind) 
to ſhew that our Faith ſtands not upon the 
precarious Foot ofthe Authority of any Church, 
but upon ſuch Evidence as is agreeable to the 
common Senſe of Mankind, and which they 
cannot deny, without throwing off all the Cer- 
tainty they can have in any Facts whatſoever 
that have been done in the World. But if 
you argue from the Authority of the Church, 
you rivit every one in his own Way; for you 
muſt ſuppoſe that another has a good an Opi- 
nion of his Church, as you have of yours. 


And the Few has morcover the ſame Promiſes 
; for 


of 
de 
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for his Church, which the Church of Rome 
alledges for her Infallibility and Perpetuity. 


And the Fewiſh Church was unconteſtably 
in Poſſeſſion of all theſe Promiſes, for many 
Ages together, becauſe ſhe was the true and 
only Church of God upon the Face ot the Earth, 
from Moſes to Chriſt. 


Therefore Chriſtianity muſt have fuch a 
Foundation to ſtand upon, as will not give 
equal (and greater) Advantage to Fudaiſm; 
elſe Chriſtianity cannot be the Truth, and 
her Reformation was unjuſt againſt the Church 
in Poſſeſſion; and we ought to return to her 
who was undoubtedly the Mother-Church, 
by the Confeſſion of all the Chriſtians them- 
ſelves. And ſhe ſtill conplains, and asks the 
Queſtion, who was or ought to be Judge, be- 
twixt her and her rebellious Sons who broke 
off from her, and ſet up a new and oppoſite 
Communion againſt her, though they were * 
a great Company of her Prieſts, and Myriads 
of her People? Yet they were all miſled, if 
our Faith ſtands upon Church: Authority. 


This is a hard ſaying to many. And I will 
retract it, when any one ſhall hayethe Charity, 


to ſhew me my Error. 


But J have not ſaid this, till I had firſt eſta- 


bliſhed the Truth of Chriſtianity upon ano- 
ther 


F Att. vi. 7. xi. 20. 
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ther Foundation, to which neither Jew nor 
Gentile can have any Pretence. I have ſhewed 
the way to Chriſt by his own Glory, to which 
as nothing can add, ſo no other Truth can 
imitate, nor Authority give Sanction to it, 
except that only of his Father, for He re- 
cerveth not honour from men. 


If any anſwer me, I deſire him firſt to join 
with me in this Prayer, that jt would pleaſe 
God to ſtrengthen thoſe that are in the Truth, 
and convince thoſe that are in Error. Towards 
which I have caſt in my Mite. 


Quod fauſtum faxit Deus. 


s Joh, v. 41. 
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